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Epiftle  to  the  Galatians,  iv.  18. 

It  is  good  to  be  zealoufly  afeSled  always  in 

a  good  thing.' - * 

^-a~^HERE  is  no  duty  more  needful  to  be  flre- 
1  nuoufly  and  universally  inculcated,  than 
j[  whac  my  text  concifely,  but  emphatically, 
recommends  ;  nor  any  opportunity,  wherein  I  may 
hope  to  do  it  with  more  advantage,  than  wh.tt  now 

folemnly  offers  itfelf. — -  .  , 

In  difcourfing  on  thefe  memorable  words  1  InaU, 
Firft,  explain  the  true  purport  of  them  ;  Show  ng 
under  what  limitations  the  glorious  virtue,  here  en- 
ioined,  is  to  be  underftood  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
proving  that  the  pradhce  of  it,  as  it  fprings  from 
laudable  principles,  and  is  manag’d  by  a  right  con¬ 
duct,  is  truly  a  religious,  as  well  as  civil  duty. 

Secondly,  I  fhall  deinonftrate  from  fome  inflances, 
of  Jewifh  hiftory  chiefly,  that  in  proportion  as  this 
queen  of  virtues  was  more  or  lets  aflerted,  cheriined, 
and  diffus’d,  the  rife  and  progrefs,  or  the  fall  and 
declenfion,  of  the  Hebrew  ftate,  and  indeed  of  the 
moft  potent  empires  and  commonwealths,  andcon- 
fequently  of  arts  and  fciences,  may  be  traced  and 
afrerfained 

Thirdly*  I  fhall  enforce  the  doftrine  of  this  divine 
precept,  with  a  particular  application  to  my  refpedt- 
able  auditors,  not  only  to  each  individual,  inteieited 
as  a  member  of  the  fociety  in  the  welfare  and  preler- 

vation  of  his  country  but  with  all  humility  and  oe- 

g  ference 
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ference,  to  the  three  branches  of  its  Iegiflature ;  tnoft 
of  whom,  I  was,  at  a  fhort  warning,  informed, 
woo’d  prev  ojfly  convene  at  this  facred  place,  to  im¬ 
plore  the  blefling  of  almighty  God  on  their  conful- 
tations,  for  taking  the  mod  fpeedy,  effedual,  and 
binary  meai'ures  to  fecure  the  public  peace,  honour, 
and  emolument,  in  this  critical  jundure  :  and  this  I 
lhall  dutifully  and  conlcientioufly  endeavour  to  per¬ 
form,  by  urging  to  you  fome  of  the  principal  mo¬ 
tives,  that  ought  to  influence  a  Chriftian,  inftigate  a 
commonwealthfman,  and  animate  a  true  Briton. 

Firft,  I  am  to  let  forth  the  true  purport  of  the 
words  of  my  text  ;  It  is  good  to  be  zealoujly  affeSied 

always  in  a  good  thing. - Which  i»  as  much  as  to 

fay  in  paraphrafe - —It  is  an  indifpenfable 

duty,  univerfally,  and,  in  courfe,  obligatory  on 
chriftian  converts  under  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  as 
it  was  before  on  all  nations  under  the  mere  moral 
guidance  of  nature,  (ftnee  iti  s  abfurd  and  impious 
to  maintain,  rhat  the  laws  of  the  former  cou’d  ever 
fuperlcde  or  cootradid  the  genuine  didates  of  the 
latter,  which  they  were  intended  to  ftrengthen,  and 
give  a  higher  fandion  to)  on  all,  without  exception, 

obligatory  ;  and  that  too,  at  all  times - «  To  be 

“  cordially  affeded  with  a  good  thing,  in  proportion 
“  to  the  objed  exciting  this  affedion  or  the  exi- 

“  gence  requiring  it.” - Or  in  other  words,—.-. 

“  To  apply  the  faculties  of  our  minds,  and  the 
“  powers  of  our  bodies,  with  the  prudential  in- 
“  fluence  of  our  refpedive  ftations  and  fortunes,  for 
“  the  advancement  of  a  good  caufe,  for  obtaining, 
“  by  honeft  means,  honeft  ends,  whether  they  re- 
“  gard  a  local  and  lefs  general  welfare  in  an  inferior 
“  degree,  or  the  utility  of  the  whole  community  in 
“  the  higheji 

So,  you  fee,  zeal,  in  general,  is  the  grand  virtue 
here  recommended  by  the  eminent  apoftle,  not  only 

to 
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to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  to  whom  he  particularly 
addreffes  thus  epiftle,  but  to  ail  difc-pies  of  Chrift, 
wherefoever  difperft,  to  whom  he  defigned  his  facred 
writings  fhould  be  duly  and  impartially  communica¬ 
ted  in  order  to  be  tranfcnbed,  and  publicit  y  read 
in  their  afiemblies  of  worffiip,  for  the  benefit  of  all 
ranks  of  people.  Nor  did  the  mighty  St  Pau*  rhink 
it  fufficient  bareiy  to  as  the  ter; be  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  but  he  moll  remarkably  diftinguifh’d  himfelf 
in  being  on  all  prop  r  occafions  the  pradtical  and  fore- 
moft  example  of  th^  noble  precept  he  delivers.  No 
difficulties  difcouragVI  *,  no  dangers  deterr’d  •,  no  pri¬ 
vate  avocations  diverted  him  (as  with  a  generous 
confcioufnefs,  but  moled  declaration,  he  informs  us) 
from  i  he  arduous  work  of  his  mini  ft  rv  *,  from  ferv- 
ing  the  ca  »fe  of  his  God,  his  countrymen,  and  man¬ 
kind.  Hence  it  is,  that  he  fo  ftrenuoufty  mfifts  on 
the  full  exerri  >n  of  ail  the  adc  quate  ardour,  which  a 
good  caule  calls  for  in  execution:  all  the  heroifm, 
which  virtue  glowingly  fug- ’.efts,  or  Chriftianiry  in- 
fpires.  As  the  practice  of  his  matter’s  difpenfation 
was  ve  y  properly  filled  a  wa  fare  ;  what  to  c  ful 
images,  what  bold  figures,  does  heboirow  from  the 
military  art  and  Roman  difciplme,  to  train  up  ms 
pupils  by  the  holy  exercife  for  glorious  exp!oits  in 
the  comnats  they  were  deitin’d  to ;  for  the  vaiious 

lifts  they  were  to  wreitle  in. 

A oain.  in  being  obliged  to  propofe  h  mfe>f,  as  3 
pattern  t ,  them  of  pat  nee  and  fortitude,  while  he 
indultri  uf!y  g  ia  ds  agamft  imputa  ion>  of  vanity, 
with  what  periuafive,  what  refiftlefs  eloquence,  does 
this  consummate  orator  infinuaie  himfelf  into  the 
hear  s  of  his  reader^,  and  captivate  their  paffions, 
while  he  convinces  their  underftandings?  Suchwas  tuis 
inftrument  of  providence  for  accom phffiing  the  mod 
important  enterpnzes  •,  this  eleEl  GOD :  —Not 

arorurarily  fo,  but  bee  ming  his  chofcn  V ejjcl  from 
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the  previous  difpofition  or  a  good  heart  to  engage  in 
a  good  caufe  at  ail  adventures:  and  that  helically 
an  i  intirpately  felt,  what  he  wouid  profelyte  others 
to,  we  cannot  doubt,  when  he  thus  expreffes  himfelf 
to  his  countrymen,  proverbially  proud  of  the  origin 
of  their  nation  !  “  Are  you  Hebrews  ?  fo  am  I  !— 
(And,  by  anticipating  the  application  of  the  fubfe- 
Ouent  parr  or  tins  fermon,  let  me  too  fomewhat  ab- 
ruptiy  lay, — Are  you  Eriglifhmen  ?  are  you,  my 

hearers,  Brnons? - You  are:  fo  am  I! _ And 

therefore  (independent  of  my  facred  fundion)  I  have 
a  natural  claim  to  your  attention.  But  to  proceed, 

1  has  equally  from  the  doctrine  and  example  of 
Sr.  Paul  (without  infilling  on  many  other  fcriptural 
inftances,  no  lefs  pertinent)  we  may  be  fufficieridy 
affur’d,  that  zeai,  rightly  underftood  and  Well-regu¬ 
lated,  is  truly  a  chriltian  and  focial  virtue;  not  only 
fpecu ia lively  to  be  afiented  to  by  reafon,  bye  incum- 
be-  t  on  the  votaries  of  Chrift,  to  be  carry’ d  into  ad: 
with  alacrity  and  alfiduity,  as  bell  may  ferve  the 
mentorious  purpofes,  which  are  only  attainable  by 
its  affiftance.— — The  phrale  indeed,  be  vzealoufiy 
ajjtbhd,  however  obvious  to  all  candid  and  ordinary 
under -{landings,  is  often  liable  to  be  abus’d,  and  grofs- 
ly  mifapply’d  by  rafh  and  precipitate  men.  It  means 
no  more  than  an  intenfe  bent  of  mind  and  vigorous 
attachment  to  whatever  we  are  engag’d  in,  or  con¬ 
cerned  about  ;  and  like  al!  other  paflions,  Inch  as 
love,  anger,  and  the  like,  may  be  laudable  or  cul¬ 
pable  ;  equally  produdive  of  the  nobiefe  ends,  or 
mpft  ruinous  confequenCesj  according  as  it  is  kept 
within  due  bounds,  or  permitted  to  fwell  to  excefs  ; 
and  its  in.tr  infic  goodnefs  or  badnefs  mu  ft  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  its  motive,  objed,  and  degree.  Thus  the 
violence  of  this  very  St.  Paul  for  perfecuting  the 
church  of  Chrift,  before  his  converfion,  is  called 
'  '  '  ’  '  '  *  -  •  •  zeal  |  ‘ 
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zeal;  the  fame  word  which  he  ufes,  for  the  virtue  he 
fo  highly  commends  in  my  text;  where  he  takes  care 
(as  the  mark  and  criterion  of  diftindion)ro  diredt  the 
regulation  of  our  zeal,  by  confining  it  to  be  employed 
always  in  a  good  thing  •,  for  then  only  itftlf  can  be 
always  good.  It  nearly  behoves  us  then,  that  our 
zeal  be  occupy’d  rightly  ;  otherwife  it  degenerates 
into  wild  folly,  madnefs  and  fin  ;  and  the  more  we 
are  tranfported  by  it,  the  more  guilt  we  (hall  con¬ 
tract.  To  be  zealous  for  the  honour  of  God,  for 

-  i 

the  intereft  and  propagation  of  our  holy  religion  ; 
for  the  benefit  of  our  fpecies,  or  the  profperity  of 
our  country,  is  no  doubt  of  all  other  things,  moft 
praife*  worthy ;  though  even  in  thefe  cafes  our  zeal 
may  be  mifguided  and  fadiy  perverted,  and  fo  lofe 
all  its  value  and  reward — But,  on  the  other  hand, 
luke-warmnefs  and  indifference  therein,  is  certainly 
moft  bafe  and  unmanly  in  the  fenfe  ot  nature,  and 
from  various  authorities  in  the  word  of  God,  moft: 
degrading  and  fmfuh  “  Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord 
<c  thy  God,  with  all  thine  heart,  with  all  thy  mind, 

“  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  ftrength  :  and 
c<  thy  neighbour  (in  which  general  word  our  coun- 
try  is  mainly  included)  as  thy  felf,”  is  declar’d  by 
our  faviour  to  be  the  efience  and  fum  of  religion, 
and  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  law  and  the 

prophets.* — —That  is, - All  divine,  focial,  and 

moral  duties,  per feftive  of  our  natures,  and  prepara¬ 
tive  to  our  happinefs.  And  here  it  is  remarkable, 
how  emphatically,  and  with  what  repetitious  en¬ 
forcements  our  Lord  urges  a  well-grounded  zeal  ; 
excluding  from  it,  left  his  meaning  fhould  be  con¬ 
veyed  in  too  feeble  a  manner,  all  coldnefs,  liftlefs- 
nels  and  vile  mediocrity.  Indeed  in  all  his  actions, 
in  all  his  private  documents,  and  public  fermons,  in 
his  life,  and  in  his  death,  he  difplays,  with  an 
energy  becoming  the  captain  of  our  falvation,  his 

appro- 
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approbation,  beyond  all  others,  of  this  virtue,  foar* 
ing  to  ail  the  warrantable  and  rational  degrees,  to 
which  it  may  be  exalted.  Nay,  he  exhibits  it  as 
the  teft  and  charaderiftic  of  his  faithful  militants,  his 
noble  army  of  veteran  martyrs  and  confeflbrs;  and 
we  know,  a  diffufion  of  this  gene;  ous  principle 
among  them,  rendered  them  more  than  conquerors 
in  the  midft  of  flames  ;  till,  triumphant  over  tea 
bloody  perfecutions  of  mercilefs  tyrants,  they  fub- 
duM  all  the  rage  and  fury  of  fiends  and  men  ;  of 
Spiritual  and  incarnate  demons,aflbciated  again  t  them. 

Again,  fays  our  Redeemer,  deterring  us  bom  an 
abatement  of  true  zeal :  u  He  that  loves  father  or 
mother,  brother,  or  filler,  wife  or  children,  more 
%c  than  me,  is  not  worthy  to  be  my  difciple  :**  And 
we  may  eafily  conceive,  by  act  nding  to  the  true  im¬ 
port  of  thefe  words,  that  he  meat  s  not  hereby  tode- 
flroy  the  ties  of  thefe  facred  relationfhips,  or  in  the 
leaft  to  relax  or  weaken  them,  when  he  elfewhere 
takes  all  occafions  tenderly  to  ftrengthen  them,  both 
as  natural  and  pofuive  duties  •,  but  that,  when  any 
concernments  of  an  inferior  kind  happen  t  >  to  me  in 
competition  with  thofe  of  a  fuperior  imporame,  fo 
as  that  an  abfolute  adherence  to  the  form  r  cann*  t  be 
maintained,  without  renouncing  the  laner,  then  t he 
higher  obligation  mufttake  place,  and  indifpenfably 
claims  our  preference.  Thus  a  well  regulat  d  zeal, 
without  more  ado,  will  didate  to  us,  that  (he  glory  of 
our  univerlal  father,  who  is  in  heaven,  mud  be  ■  earer 
our  hearts,  th  in  our  affedions  to  ou<  earthly  par^n-s, 
who  are  but  his  inftruments,  and  feconda  y  agents 
for  our  being.  Thus  ail  who  enjoy  he  vati  us  be¬ 
nefits  and  protedion  of  the  laws  if  a  locie  y  a^e 
ftridlyand  fundamentally  bound  toa  primaiy  regard 
for  its  health  and  fafety  beyond  lefler  coufidera  ions, 
perfonal  views,  fmaller  alliances,  and  the  like  :  and 
if  we  would  deferve  for  our  zeal  to  be  Ail’d,  like 

David 
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David,  Men  after  God’s  own  heart,  our  love  to  the 
community  muft  furmount  thefe,  even  as  much  as 
the  whole  is  greater  than  a  lmall  quantity  of  its  parts, 
or  a  fpecies  of  people  more  numerous  than  a  few  of 
its  individuals. 

Thus  then  the  flame  of  our  incenfe  is  never  pure 
and  acceptable,  or  fends  forth  a  fweet  favour,  but 
when  it  burns  brightly, and  unadulterated  with  fmoul- 
dering  fmoke ;  which  a  faint  heat,  or  lukewarmnds, 
chiefly  occafions.  Its  fewel  too  muft  be  lading  and 
permanent  ;  not  apt  to  blaze  out  too  fiercely,  and 
after  a  tranfient  violence  expire,  like  thorns  under  a 
■pot,  as  the  Pfalmift  expreflfes  it.  In  (hort,  we  muft 
ufe  the  moft  prudential  caution  to  fteer  in  the  golden 
medium  between  the  extremes  of  intemperate  fury, 
in  a  good  caufe,  and  grovelling  fordid  infenfibility, 
on  the  other.  While  a  bigot  in  every  light  is  odious; 
a  meer  moderate  lover  of  his  country  (efpecia  lly 
when  danger  threatens  it  ever  fo  remotely,  and  much 
more  when  it  nearly  approaches)  is  a  moft  deteftable 
and  ridiculous  monfter.  If  we  wou’d  efcape  the 
imputation  of  the  former,  we  fhou’d  meditate  on  the 
words  of  St.  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans : 
I  bear  them  record,  that  they  have  a  zeal for  God,  but 
not  according  to  knowledge.  Or  if  we  wou’d  not  be 
ftigmatiz’d  for  being  as  defpicable  as  the  latter,  let 
us  animadvert  on  what  the  angel  in  the  revelations 
commands  St.John  to  write  to  the  churches  ofLao- 

dicea. - 1  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art  neither 

cold  nor  hot :  I  would  that  thou  wert  either  cold  or  hot : 
fo  then  becaufe  thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor 
hoi,  l  will  fpue  thee  out  of  my  mouth. 

We  live,  alas !  in  age,  when  true  public  fpirk 
(by  which  I  underhand  the  moft  elevated  fpecies  of 
the  zeal  here  proved  a  chriftian  duty)  is  very  languid 
and  defective;  where  too  often,  a  Ipirit  of  fa  ft  ion, 
the  very  reverfe  of  it,  ufurps  its  place,  and  arrogates 

*  with 
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with  loud  and  aukward  infolence  its  facredform  ;  but 
the  fpecious  mafk  may  be  eafily  (tripped  off,  and  its 
native  deformity  detected  by  a  little  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  infpedion  into  its  bluftering  pretences  and 
ends  of  aftion ;  which  will  be  all  found  in  a  little 
time  to  fpring  from,  or  center  in,  fome  low,  mer¬ 
cenary,  and  contra&ed  view.  We  too  frequently 
obferve  it  invidioufly  obftrufting  the  wheels  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  embroiling  a  ftate,  where  it  is  not 
admitted  to  an  immediate  participation  of  power  : 
induftrioufly  watching  to  deteft  and  aggravate  little 
errors  in  an  adminiftration,  for  the  gratification  of 
private  fpleen  and  revenge  employing  its  clamo¬ 
rous  rhetoric  to  render  itfelf  of  confequence  ;  and 
pertinacioufiy  maintaining  its  importance,  by  inftil- 
ling  jealoufies,  fomenting  difcontents,  and  attrading 
popular  applaufe  from  the  giddy  vulgar ^  great  and 
J'mall,  with  ftrong  pafilons  and  weak  brains.  But 
all  this  argues  a  difingenuity,  and  infirmity  of  mind, 
and  is  no  more  to  be  compared  to  public  fpirit  than 
the  unnatural  tumors  in  adropfical  perfon,  to  the  juft 
proportions  of  a  lound  and  healthful  body. 

In  fine,  while  I  really  think  there  is  more  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  lhameful  deficiency  in  this 
all-animating  principle,  than  from  its  excefs  and  re¬ 
dundancy,  1  wou’d  have  every  true  patriot  fix  its 
proper  boundaries  in  reafon  and  confcience,  and  di- 
ltinguifh  the  fierce,  unbridled,  bloody,  and  enthu- 
fiaftical  zeal  of  a  thorough-pac’d  republican  and  de- 
iperate  regicide  ,  of  an  Ireton  and  a  Brad  (haw,  from 
the  inflexibly  honeft,  wife,  and  difeiplin’d  ardour  of 
a  Hambden  :*  equally  employing  his  tongue  in  the 

fenate, 

+  The  character  of  Mr.  Hambden  having  been  lately  mifre- 
prefemed  here  in  a  fcurrilous  debate,  and  the  conduit  of  Marcos 
Brutus  publickly  inveighed  againit  at  the  fame  t.me  for  his 
affaffination  of  Ctefar,  by  fome  fufpeaed  advocates  ot  i '  ench 
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fenate,  and  his  fvvord  in  the  field,  in  defence  of  his 
country’s  unalienable  rights  :  ol  liberty  invaded  : — * 
Social  liberty!  mankind’s  original  and  univerfal 
charter  from  heaven. 

Though  much  remains  to  beftill  fpoken  toon  this 
head,  yet  left  an  intelligent  audience  might  think  a 
farther  enlargement  too  great  an  invafion  of  their 
time,  1  fhall  proceed  to  the  next : 

And  fhew  in  the  fecond  place,  from  fome  glaring 
inftances  of  ancient  Jewifh  hiftory  chiefly,  that  in 
proportion,  as  this  fovereign  of  focial  virtues,  the 
love  of  our  country ,  was  more  or  lefs  aflferted,  cherifh- 
ed,  dififufed,  the  rife  and  progrefs,  or  the  fall  and 
declenfion  of  the  Hebrew  ftate,  and  indeed  of  the 
moft  potent  commonwealths  and  empires,  and  con- 
fequently  of  arts  and  fciences,  may  be  traced  and  af- 
cercain’d. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  impious  and  idolatrous 
nations,  and  the  fettiement  of  the  Jews  in  the  pro- 
mifed  land,  purchafed  by  a  memorable  feriesof  glo¬ 
rious  victories  under  their  mighty  leader  Jofhua  ; 
how  foon  did  they  fink  into  torpid  indolence,  and 
were  lulled  into  a  bafe  fecurity  and  falfe  confidence, 
by  the  bewitching  charms  of  the  lyrens,  peace  and 
plenty  ;  fupporting  themfelves  rather  by  the  terror 
of  their  national  ftrength,  or  external  preparation  ? 
How  foon  did  they  forget  the  laft,  the  dying  in- 
ftrudtions  of  their  great  lawgiver  under  GoD,Mofes, 
manfully  to  defend  the  country,  which  they  ow’d  to 
the  indulgence  of  providence;  that  goodly  country 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey  ;  yet,  take  notice,  infe¬ 
rior  in  fituation  and  fertility,  (and  all  things  confi- 

Tyranny;  the  author  took  this  occafion  of  expre/Ting  his  de- 
teftation  of  fuch  principles,  as  demonftrate  the  fupporters  of 
them  to  be  enemies  to  the  Revolution,  and  the  Ad  of  Settlement, 
which  is  the  bafis  of  our  prefent  happy  Confitution  ;  and  it  is  a 
prime  duty  of  the  loyal  clergy  in  America,  to  explain  and  afTert 
this,  in  all  the  colonies,  where  it  is  not  fo  generally  underllood 
a 3  in  Europe, 
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clered  in  climate  too)  to  that,  which  we  of  this  de¬ 
lightful  province,  from  the  fame  all  bountiful  hand, 
now  pofiefs  ?  How  were  they  prepared  to  be  fent  back 
to  their  Egyptian  tafkmaflers  ;  to  fcrvile  drudgery  ; 
to  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water ,  to  groan 
out  their  lives  under  the  tyranny  of  a  Pharaoh  (the 
true  antitype  of  the  moft  chriftian  king,  the  moft: 
defpoticaJ,  perfecuting  French  grand  monarch)  to  be 
driven,  by  their  overfeers,  like  our  redive  negro- 
flave%  to  make  brick  without  Jlraw ,  to  ereCt  a  pyra¬ 
mid,  or  a  Verfailles,  an  eternal  monument  of  their 
owh  fubjedtion  and  their  tyrant’s  vain- glory  ?— How 
quickly  did  their  brutal  appetites  yearn  after  their 
precarious  meals  of  fodden  flefh,  for  the  edible  gods 
of  their  matters  ;  and  the  gods  of  their  own  bellies 
even  lentils,  leeks  and  onions ;  which  defpicably 
and  ingratefully  they  murmur’d  for,  in  preference  to 
manna  or  quails  j  to  liberty  and  the  bread  of  heaven  ! 
How  foon  by  deviating  from  the  maxims,  on  which 
only  their  conditional  eftablifhment  "was  to  be  con- 
firmed,  did  they  fall  under  the  galling  and  alternate 
yoke  of  every  neighbouring  heathen  nation,  adop¬ 
ting  the  manners,  and  in  part  the  religion  of  their 
corrupted  and  corrupting  conquerors  ,  as  we 
read  in  the  book  of  Judges  ;  all  the  chapters  of 
v/hich  are  only  brief  annals  of  their  infatuation  ; 
or  of  their  repentance  and  miraculous  deliverance 
under  heaven-rais’d  generals,  or  chieftains,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  feveral  emergencies  and  diftreffes. - - 

Every  now  and  then,  fuch  a  leader  was  indeed  re- 
quifite !  Such ,  as  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  have 
reafon  to  felicitate  themfelves  upon,  in  his  gracious 
majefty’s  paternal  choice,  or  approbation  of  our  go¬ 
vernor,  to  conduct,  either  fingly,  on  in  conjunction 
with  other  commanders,  our  own ,  and  the  forces  of 
•the  contiguous  colonies  in  affociation,  or  a  concerted 
expedition  in  our  prefent  exigency,  againft  the  enter- 
prifmg  foes  of  Europe’s,  America’s,  and  the  world’s 
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repofe  ;  if  he  be  enabled  by  the  prefent  (I  hope  and 
believe)  patriot  aflembly  to  profecute  the  royal  orders 
and  his  own  generous  purpofe. — A  gentleman,  who 
(without  a  vain  compliment  in  the  awful  houfe  of 
God)  has  a  real  right  to  a  high  efteem  from  you, 
both  on  account  of  his  Ration  and  perfonal  merit ; 
and  whom  it  is  the  duty  of  us  all  to  regard,  as  not 
deriving  his  preferments  from  court-intereR,  but  as 
thus  diftinguifhed  for  known  loyalty,  and  military 
experience,  which  we  cannot  doubt,  but  he  will  now 
exert  to  the  utmoR,  if  an  ill- tim’d  parfimony  does 
not  ftarve  his  caufe,  and  petty  diffenfions  and  avoca¬ 
tions  from  the  grand  concernment,  do  not  interpofe 
to  check  his  defigns,  and  prevent  what  his  cool  de¬ 
liberation,  and  natural  ardour,  give  us  moR  rational 
hopes  he  will  have  a  main  hand  in  accomplifhing  : 
the  principal  merit  and  glory  of  which  will  redound 
to  this  province,  and  more  and  more  recommend  its 
important  interefts  to  the  mother  nation,  fo  intimate¬ 
ly  blended  with  her  own  :  if  our  contributions  for 
the  common  fervice  be  more  chearfully  given,  or 
more  fpeedily  rais’d,  than  thofe  of  our  neighbouring 
governments. 

But  again,  if  we  confider  the  Ifraelitifh  nation 
under  their  kings  (whofe  government  they  perverfely 
preferr’d  to  an  hierarchy  under  the  king  of  kings)  to 
what  can  we  impute  the  train  and  viciffitude  of  cala¬ 
mities,  they  by  intervals  groan’d  under,  but  to  a 
flupid  dormancy,  or  decay  of  this  virtuous  zeal  in 
themfelves,  or  their  monarchs  ?  To  this  dire  fource 
their  prophets  u nan i moufly  afcribe  the  fall  of  their 
Rate,  and  the  various  judgments  of  God.  When¬ 
ever  any  degree  of  publick  fpirit  reviv’d,  as  in  the 
reigns  of  David  and  Solomon  moR  remarkably,  and 
afterwards  in  thofe  of  Afa,  Hezekiah,  Jofiah,  and 
a  few  others  ;  how  did  they  attract  the  divine  fa¬ 
vour,  to  the  confufion  of  their  haughty  enemies  ? 
How  did  the  almighty  arm  interpofe  tofave  them  in 
the  crifls  of  complicated  perils  ?  The  almighty  arm 
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indeed  •,  though  not  without  their  own  efforts !  (for, 
they  have  a  wrong  notion  of  the  ufua]  conduct  of 
providence  in  fublunary  affairs,  who  abfurdly  fup- 
pofe,  that  it  never  ufes  or  concurs  with  human  abili¬ 
ties,  difpofitions,  and  improvements,  as  inftruments 
to  work  its  purpofes  !)  How  prodigioufly  did  ufeful 
arts  then  flourifh  :  witnefs  tha;  ftupendous  ftrufture, 
their  glorious  temple,  fo  magnificent,  fo  richly  or¬ 
namented,  as  wou’d  tire  defcription  ?  How  mull 
finding  commerce  have  been  extended,  not  only  by 
•  the  numerous  caravans  that  pafs’d  by  them  to  Egypt, 
Mefopotamia,  Affyria,  Perfia,  and  the  fartheft  Ara¬ 
bia,  but  by  means  of  the  much  envy’d  ports  of 
Eloth  and  Eziongebar  on  the  red  lea,  the  great 
marts  for  the  treafures  of  Ophir,  and  all  the  rich 
commodities  of  the  Eaft-Indies  ♦,  which  drew  fucna 
mafs  of  wealth  on  this  people,  while  induftrious  and 
uncorrupted  (that  is,  while  influenced  by  public  fipirit) 
that  filver  once  abounded  fo  as  to  be  accounted  but 
ns  the  ft  ones  of  the  ftreet  for  its  'plenty  \  and  gold, 
jewels,  fpices,  balfams,  perfumes,  and  invaluable 
medical  drugs,  were  tranfmitted  either  by  themfelves 
from  their  principal  fea-town  Joppa,  or  more  proba¬ 
bly  in  the  bottomry  ofPhenician  merchants,  through 
all  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  the  (traits  of 
Gades  and  the  weftern  ocean  ;  and  we  have  good 
grounds  to  conjecture  that  this  originally  opened, 
or  vaftly  affifted  that  immenfe  trade,  by  which  the 
Sidonians  and  Tyrians  were  fo  early  enriched  and 
renowned  ;  and  by  which  their  ever  famous  colony 
of  Carthage  role  from  the  meaner!:  beginning  to  the 
fublimeft  pitch  of  earthly  grandeur,  lb  as  to  contend 
for  a  long  time  and  in  the  moft  bloody  and  confump- 
tive  wars,  with  the  Romans  themfelves,  their  only 
rivals  for  the  empire  of  the  then  known  world.  By 
Aliening  to  the  noble  diftates  of  this  vitally  aeftive 
principle,  how  did  all  temporal  biddings,  as  it  were 
in  courfe,  accrue  to  Judea  ;  and  how  did  that  minute 
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fpot  of  the  globe,  not  half  fo  large  as  Maryland,  nor 
attended  with  fo  many  natural  advantages,  raife  and 
iupport  fuch  countlefs  myriads  of  people,  as  fcarce 
any  hiftory, without  the  fandion  of  infpiration,  couM 
perfuade  our  belief  of  ?  Wonderful  as  this  feems,  it 
is  to  be  accounted  for  from  what  I  have  laid  down, 
as  its  foundation  ;  even  from  ftrong  attachments  to 
public  interefts ;  by  ftridly  adhering  to  their  laws ; 
loving  their  civil  and  ecclefialtical  polity  *  by  a  firm 
union  among  themfelves  •,  by  a  due  fubmiffion  to 
executive  authority  •,  by  an  honeft  and  vigilant  jea- 
louiy  of  the  ambitious  defigns  of  turbulent  neigh¬ 
bours  to  difturb  their  property,  or  dift refs  their  trade; 
by  a  firm  refolution  to  repel  violent  invafions,  and 
retaliate  national  injuries  *,  by  manuring  and  cultivat¬ 
ing  every  inch  of  their  narrow  territories,  even  the 
moft  barren  parts,  hills,  ftony  vallies  and  fandy 
plains,  to  the  laft  poflibility  of  perfedion  ;  (the  ap¬ 
parent  veftiges  of  which  induftry  cannot  efcape  a 
curious  traveller,  as  dodor  Maundrel  allures  us  at 
this  day,  in  its  defolate  and  miferable  condition)  by 
judicioufly  conudering  the  genius  of  each  particular 
foil  ;  and  by  planting  or  lowing  therein,  whatever 
was  moll:  adapted  to  its  natural,  or  reclaimed  ftate ; 
by  encouraging  artificers  of  all  forts,  and  employing 
their  laborious  poor  in  various  manufadures  ;  by 
opening  their  hearts  and  purfes  liberally,  and  by  lend¬ 
ing  their  hands  readily  and  without  murmuring  to 
aid  the  community  on  all  occafions,  to  chaftife  the  in- 
curfive  heathen,  and  fight  the  battles  cf  the  Lord . 

If  you  fhou’d  want  further  convidion  of  this  ; 
modern  Holland  will  fnow  you,  how  by  purfuing 
fuch  meafures  (confidered  only  in  a  political  light) 
their  feven  diminutive  provinces,  not  much  bigger 
than  feven  of  our  counties,  withftood  the  whole  mo¬ 
narchy  of  Spain,  (then  in  her  altitude  of  power,  and 
aflifted  with  the  wealth  of  both  Indies)  diffipating 
her  land-forces,  and  fea-armadas,  and  rendering  it- 
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felf  independent  of  inquifitions  and  tyrants,  by  In¬ 
credible  efforts  in  trade  and  arms  at  the  fame  time  ; 
till  from  being  the  mo ft.dijtrejfed  States  (as  they  call¬ 
ed  themfelves  in  our  renowned  queen  Elizabeth’s 
days)  they  rofe  almofl  inflantaneoufly,  like  meteors 
in  clouds  and  ftorms,  to  the  pompous  denomination 
of  high  and  mighty,  the  monopolizers  of  commerce  ; 
the  controllers  of  kings ;  and  the  arbiters  of  Europe, 

A  free  and  mercantile  people,  who  hear  all  this, 
mud  be  covered  with  blufhes,  or  glow  with  emula¬ 
tion  at  the  firft  recital ! 

On  the  other  hand,  what  caufed  the  general  con¬ 
tempt,  frequent  captivities,  and  almofl  utter  excifion 
of  this  devoted  people,  the  Jews,  but  being  deaf  to 
the  reiterated  advice,  threats,  aud  warnings  of  their 
feveral  prophets :  in  flupidly  dividing  the  incommu¬ 
nicable  honours  and  worfhip  of  Jehovah  with  the 
calves  of  Jeroboam  (who  feduced  ten  whole  tribes 
to  a  final  revolt  |t  once )  in  bowing  the  knee  alter¬ 
nately  to  Baal  or  Rimmon,  Dagon,  or  Afhtaroth, 
and  the  rabble  of  gods  and  goddeffes  of  their  neigh- 
b  urs ;  perhaps  as  numerous,  and  as  much  adored 
as  thofe  we  find  fainted,  and  more  than  deify ’d,  in 
the  long  mufter-roll  of  a  popifh  Calendar  ;  in  letting 
zeal  ftagnate  by  inaftion  ;  or  fink  into  enervate  lan- 
guor,by  relaxing  the  only  finews  of  power  and  great- 
nefs  ;  by  a  total  depravation  of  manners :  and  in 
adopting  fchemes  diametrically  oppofite  to  general 
felicity  ;  while  they  ridiculoufiy  imagin’d,  that  the 
particular  profperity  of  families,  or  a  narrowly-di¬ 
vided  and  partial  happinefs  might  continue  in  a 
weak  and  tottering  kingdom. 

’Tis  true  that  after  the  return  of  a  remnant  of 
them  from  their  feventy  year’s  thraldom  in  Babylon, 
they  cannot  be  juftly  chargeable  with  a  fimilar  ill 
conduft  ;  and  by  fmarting  fo  long  and  fo  feverely 
for  their  apoftafy,  they  can  be  no  more  accus’d  of 
the  lead  pronenefs  to  idolatry;  and  the  brave  and 
memorable  ftrugglps  they  made  under  the  heroic 
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race  of  the  Maccabees  againft  the  Syro- Macedonian 
tyrants,  in  vindication  of  their  religion  and  liberty, 
are  highly  commendable  ;  and  they  were  accordingly 
rewarded  for  it;  for  by  this  means  only  their  temple 
and  civil  polity  were  fully  reftor’d  :  they  emerged 
for  a  while,  and  had  fome  appearance  again  of  being 
God’s  feleft  people.- But  how  foon  did  they  grow  wan¬ 
ton  like  the  ftall-fed  ox  fit  for  daughter,  by  battening 
in  peace,  opulence  and  luxury  ?  how  foon  did  they  re- 
lapfe,  tho*  not  into  thefame,  yetinto  theother  equally 
deftru&ive  extreme  of  popular  folly  ?  Read  but  their 
own  *  Hiftorian,  well-converfant  with  thofe  times, 
and  you  will  be  abundantly  confirmed  by  whatfwift 
gradations,  they  pav’d  the  way  for  extirpation,  or 
total  difperfion,  when  they  began  to  change  a  true 
zeal  into  a  falfe  ;  when,  by  admitting  cabals  and 
fadtion  into  their  Sanhedrin  and  councils,  they  fplit 
into  various  fedfo,  and  exafperated  the  divided  rabble 
into  fanatical  phrenfy  by  the  magical  nicknames  of 
Pharifee,  Sadducee,  Herodian,  and  the  like  :  for,  as 
to  the  meaning  and  diftindlion  of  the  terms,  the  ma¬ 
jority  knew  no  more  of  them,  than  many  of  our  fel¬ 
low- fubjedls  lately  did  what  Whig  and  Tory,  High- 
Church  and  Low-Church  fignify’d.  Their  crafty 
demagogues  and  ring-leaders  blew  the  coals :  the 
inflamed  populace  were  fet  together  by  the  ears  with 
a  jargon  of  hard  words:  the  church  forfooth  was 
in  jeopardy :  the  court  and  country  were  alternately 
in  fault,  as  the  tide  ebb’d  or  flow’d  :  all  men  were 
alarm’d  (few  knew  why )  at  inteftine  danger,  and 
laughed  at  foreign  ;  being  too  eagerly  occupy’d  in 
domeftic  difcords  to  be  fufficiencly  watchful  againft 
formidable  and  furrounding  enemies,  who  were  too 
wife  to  negled:  the  opportunity  thefe  diffenfions  gave 
them  of  properly  availing  themfelves  thereby. 

Thus  either  by  defedt  and  omiflion,  or  by  abufe 
and  trangrefllon  in  degree  of  their  zeal  or  public 
fpirir,  this  heaven-abandoned  people  fill’d  up  the 
*  Jojephus .  meafure 
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meafure  of  their  iniquity ;  and  were  permitted  in 
their  laft  atrocious  aft,  to  crucify  their  Meffiah.  And 
thus  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  without  any  abfo- 
lute  decree  cf  God,  they  were  felf  doom’d  to  all  the 
horrors  of  civil  butchery,  and  Roman  vengeance, 
with  fuch  terrible  and  accumulated  circumftances  of 
fire,  fword,  peftilence  and  famine,  as  never  before 
afflifted  any  other  nation,  and  does  too  much  vio¬ 
lence  on  humanity  to  hear  or  relate.-- This  good 
however  may  be  educed  from  their  ill,  that  a  vaga¬ 
bond  refidue  of  them  are  ftill  preferved  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  to  warn  thofe,  they  live  among,  if  they 
wou’d  efcape  their  fate,  to  avoid  thofe  flages  of  dif¬ 
ferent  guilt,  into  which  they  dtfperately  plunged 
themfelves  at  particular  feafons. 

It  would  require  a  volume  rather  than  a  fermon, 
fhould  I  make  extrafts  for  further  enforcing  the  mo¬ 


mentous  truth  of  this  head  from  profane  records. 
Such  can  be  but  little  neceffary,  alter  what  I  have 
advanced  from  the  facred  oracles. 

Let  me  therefore  only  curforily  glance  at  what  the 
greateft  fages  of  the  two  wifeft  and  moft  renowned 
nations,  that  ever  aw’d  and  enlightened  mankind, 
have  delivered  as  to  thefe  points,  Demofthenes  and 
Cicero,  Thucydides  and  Tacitus,  Ariftotle  and 
Pliny  :  in  fhort,  the  moft  famous  orators,  hiftorians, 
philolophers  and  patriots  have  evinced  that  theGreeks 
and  Romans  ow’d  all  their  glory  in  arts  and  arms, 
not  fo  much  to  other  fakuary  indications  of  their 
original  lawgivers,  Lycurgus,  Solon  or  Numa,  as 
to  this  one  fimple  principle  of  public  fpirit,  or  a 
virtuous  and  well  temper’d  zeal  for  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  their  country,  being  infus’d  into  and  pro- 
pagated  among,  ail  ranks  of  their  fubjefts,  with  the 
utmoft  care  even  from  their  earlieft  infancy.— This 
(notwithftanding  fome  temporary  commotions,  which 
neceffarily  and  frequently  will  arife  in  free  flares,  I 
fay, — ^notwithftanding  thefe— this  foie  principle  ren¬ 
dered 
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Sered  them  invincible,  conferred  on  them  the  two  laid  oE 
the  four  great  monarchies  foretold  by  Daniel,  and  im- 
triortaliz’d  their  name.— Hence  the  liberal  fciences  tri¬ 
umph’d,  and  the  mufes  exultingly  fung:  hence  Apelles 
touch’d  the  canvas  into  mimic  life,  and  marble  feem’d  to 
breathe  from  the  forming  hand  of  Praxiteles.  Hence 
the  works  of  Homer,  by  exquiiitely  celebrating  the  he¬ 
roes  of  antiquity,  in  effed  daily  created  new  ones;  whild 
a  transfufion  of  their  virtues  was  felt  in  the  breafl  of  eve¬ 
ry  reader,  capable  of  being  warm  d  by  his  fentiments 
and  numbers.  Hence  a  Curtius  leap’d  into  the  opening 
gulph;  and  the  Dedi  demoted  themfelves. — Hence  a 
firft  Brutus,  with  an  heart  as  bright  and  impervious  too 
as  a  rock  of  polifh’d  adamant,  afterted  the  impartial  tri¬ 
bunal  of  liberty  reftored  ;  pafs’d  fentence  of  death  on 
his  own  rebel  Tons,  and  fat  with  an  awful  ferenity,  till 
lie  faw  it  executed  on  the  two  degenerate  youths. — A 
godlike  ad!  nor  is  an  Englifh  chriftian  clergyrhan  a- 
Iham’d  to  give  it  from  the  pulpit  that  high  epithet,  tho* 
perform’d  by  a  heathen.— A  godlike  ad;  to  (howamaz’d 
pofterity,  h'ow  much  the  conful  fhou’d  tranfcend  the 
parent and  the  father  of  his  country  rife  above  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  children  of  his  bowels  ! — Thus  too  the  fecond 
Brutus,  with  a  zeal  worthy  of  the  firft,  bath’d  His  dag¬ 
ger  in  the  heart’s  biood  of  a  proud  ufurper ;  a  perfidious 
and  over-grown  robber,: — A  robber,  in  fpite  of  the  faife 
glare  and  tinfel  fplendor  that  adulation  deck’d  him  in; 
in  fpite  of  all  thofe  fine  qualities  and  Happy  endowments 
of  art  and  nature,  by  which  he  excelled  the  Tons  of 
men  ;  and  which  but  rendered  him  more  eminently 
culpable,  when  they  Were  perverted  into  inftruments 
of  overthrowing  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  not 
made  fubfervierito  ly  for  its  prefervation  and  glory  ! — 
Yes, — On  this  principle  he  was  juftly  fta'ob’d  in  the 
inidft.of  his  fervile,  ahd  venal  ienate  ;  when  no  other 
refource  was  left  to  re-inftate  the  commonwealth  in  its 
former  ltiftre  of  independency  and  freedom. — Hence 
too — Laftly,  the  venerable  elders  of  a  former  fenate,  but 
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of  another  damp,  difplay’d  an  example  of  truly  Ro¬ 
man  fortitude,  that  fhould  engage  the  attention  of  the 
reprefentatwes  of  a  brave  Britifh  people,  I  mean,  that 
of  thofe  confcript  fathers  5  who,  when  their  counfels 
cou’d  no  longer  affid  their  bleeding  country,  and  their 
hands  were  too  feeble  through  the  infirmities  of  age  to 
draw  a  fword  in  its  defence,  refolv’d  to  bury  themfelves 
inks  ruins  rather  than  lurvive  it,  and  with  a  patient  dig¬ 
nity  fuffered  their  throats  to  be  cut  by  the  inhuman  Gauls 
ft  he  predecefiors  of  the  prefent  invading,  burning, 
lcalping,  perfecuting,  all-maffacreing  French;  who] 
like  a  rufhing  torrent,  under  Brennus,  broke  into  Italy  \ 
Rill,  as  they  advanc’d,  fwelling  their  numbers  with 
frelh  accefiions  of  rapacious  Barbarians,  in  every  favage 
country,  through  which  they  march’d.—- 

But  how  did  thefe  fovereign  republics  fuffer  the  en- 
figns  of  dominion  to  be  fnatch’d  from  their  hands,  and 
all  their  laurels  to  be  wither’d  ?  Whence  is  it,  that  they 
declined  fo  fall  from  their  meridian  glory  ;  from  their 
zenith  of  boafted  liberty,  and  fet  fo  foon  in  obfcurity  ? 
Why  their  own  beft  authors  will  unanimoufly  acknow¬ 
ledge,  it  was  by  darting  from  the  principle,  on  which 
they  were  founded,  and  grew  into  greatnefs.  ’Twas 
this  paved  the  way  for  Philip’s  dangerous  intrigues,  and 
Caefar’s  ambition.  Athenians,  Spartans,  Thebans  and 
Romans  were  gradually  prepar’d  for  flavery,  and  by 
abandoning  public  fpirit,  they  became  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  neared  invader  at  hand,  who  had  power  and  addrefs 
enough  to  fnatch  at,  and  fcramble  for  it.  By  warping 
their  pafiions  from  generous  purfuits  to  ignoble  objefts, 
they  became  ripe  for  (hackles  ;  fuch  as  the  rampantly 
mad  Macedonian  boy,  or  a  more  crafty  Roman  trium¬ 
vir,  thought  fit  to  impofe  upon  them  :  to  whofe  infamous- 
manes  ( pardon  me  ye  abettors  of  pafiive  obedience  ;  ye 
advocates  of  hereditary,  indefeafible,  right  in  kings;  I 
cannot  pay  any,  the  lead,  incenfe  ;  and  would  as  foon 
compliment  the  eruptions  of  a  Volcano,  the  havock  of 
a  hurricane,  the  devourings  of  a  conflagration,  that  lay’d 
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the  creation  wafte,  as  thofe  fcourges  of  heaven  ;  thofe 
Alexanders  the  great,  or  thofe  Louiies  the  great ;  whom 
|  Regard  not  as  Gop’s  vicegerents  on  earth,  but  as  the 
tools  of  penal  vengeance  on  felf-debas*d,  and  felf-inflav’d 
nations,  for  betraying  their  birthrights*,  for  felling  them, 
like  Efau,  for  a  mefs  of  pottage  *,  for  their  high  treafon 
againft  nature  ;  for  their  abdicating  the  prerogative,  and 
forfeiting  the  dignity  and  charadleriftic  of  man  !— 

But,  ’tis  time,  more  than  time,  to  clofe  this  head  ; 
and  come  to  the  application  of  the  whole : 

Is  it  not  now  and  always  good  to  be  zealoujly  ajffebled  in 
c  good  things  or  caufe  ? — And  what  caufe  can  fo  fenfibly 
aflfedt  us,  as  that  of  our  country  ?  And  to  whom  fhall 
we  have  recourfe  for  relief,  when  it  is  menaced  by  hoftile 
attempts,  as  at  prefen t,  but  to  the  delegates  of  the 
community  and  the  executive  power ,  with  whom  the 
means  of  railing  the  fupport,  and  the  methods  of  car¬ 
rying  it  into  adtion  are  entrufted  ? 

I  now  addrefs  myfejf  with  a  faithful  boldnefs,  but 
with  duteous  humility  and  refpedt,  to  each  branch  of  our 
provincial  legijlature  ;  whom  in  a  private  capacity,  as 
gentlemen,  friends,  Englifhmen,  and  fellow- fubjedts 
under  the  beft  of  kings  ("and  bejl  is  greateft  in  my  opi¬ 
nion)  I  fincerely  love  *,  and  whom  I  cordially  honour, 
as  invefted  with  the  fupreme  power  here  over  a  fine  and 
flourifliing  country,  endeared  to  me  by  the  ftrongeft 
gratitude,  and  every  warm,  and  tender  motive,  that 
can  flow  from  the  confcious  heart  of  man. 

An  important  caufe  indeed  renders  the  convening 
of  the  new  ajfemblyy  even  at  this  rigorous  feafon  of  the 
year,  neceflary*  and  its  firft  feflion  is  open’d  by  a  fpeech 
worthy  of  his  Excellency  ("whom  we  are  here  to  confi- 
der  as  the  immediate  fubftitute  of  the  throne)  for  a 
legal  and  competent  fupply  from  them  adequate  to  the 
urgent  occafion,  and  the  abilities  of  their  conflituents  ; 
in  order  that  he  may  immediately  fulfil  the  expedted 
purpofes  of  the  late  honourable  commifiion  from  his 
majefty  :  and  uniting  our  proportion’d  quota  of  brave 
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volunteers  with  thofe  of  other  colonies,  propitioufly 
begin  his  march  to  repel  force  by  force ;  to  punifh  $ 
flagrant  infringement  of  the  law  of  nations  ;  to  fecurp 
(the  exterior  fettlements,  as  a  firm  barrier  behind  us ; 
and  to  vindicate  the  juft  and  ample  claim  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  now,  on  all  parts,  manifeftly  infulted,  or  au- 
dacipufly  invaded. 

It  were  a  prefumption  deferving  your  indignation  and 
cenfure,  to  dare  to  point  out  to  your  wifdoms  the  ways 
and  means,  or  any  expedient  needful  to  be  ufed  for  raif- 
ing  the  fupply  in  this  prefling  extremity.  But  furely, 
I  keep  within  my  proper  fphere,  while  in  general  terms 
1  only  urge  what  my  facred  fundion  exads  from  me,  as 
a  bounden  duty.  I  veou’d  not  lound  forth  an  alarm  for 
romantic  expeditions  in  chimerical  perils;  but,  I  confefs, 
I  would  blow  the  trumpet  in  Zion  rather  with  feme  de¬ 
gree  of  honeft  enthufiafm,  than  with  a  feeble  blaft,  for 
kindling  public  fpirit  in  real  danger,  and  prevent  as  a 
prieft  ot  the  facred  altar,  that  pure,  guardian,  veftal, 
fire  from  ever  being  extinguifh’d  among  usa 

Let  me  then  conjure  you  to  weigh  the  high  confe- 
quences  of  thefe  noble  polonies  for  your  own  lakes,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  your  mother  country ;  who  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  powerful  protredrefs,  and  careful  nurfe  of 
your  infancy*  has  not  remitted  her  parental  care,  even 
when  you  are  grown  to  a  ftate  of  juvenile  vigour;  and 
it  would  be  equally  ingrateful  and  fhameful  not  to  aft 
in  conjunftion  with  her  other  offspring  in  your  common 
defence,  but  fill!  with  childirh  cries  call  upon  her  for 
further  aid,  when  you  are  at  an  age,  more  than  quali¬ 
fy ’d  to  defend  yourfelves ;  especially  as  fheis  loaded  with 
an  eighry  million  debt,  (befides  the  vaft  annual  expen- 
ces  fhe  is  at  in  maintaining,  for  Sovereignty  at  fea,anava,l 
force  ;  and  in  fupporting  her  other  military  and  civil 
lifts)  a  debt,  contradpd  ior  the  proteftion  of  her  laws, 
liberties,  and  religion,  againft  a  fucceffion  of  Popifti 
pretenders  to  our  crown  ;  and  againft  their  chief  pa¬ 
trons  ;  thole  very  foes,  implacable  and  inveterate,  who 
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now  menace  yourfelves ;  and  who  are  purfuing  her  with 
their  malice  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  her  dominions  5 
never  letting  the  fun  fet  on  their  depredations  *,  and 
wounding  her  mod  fenfibly  through  your  fides. 

The  firft  principle  of  nature  calls  on  you,  on  the  one 
part,  and  gratitude  and  juftice  on  the  other,to  didinguiffi 
yourfelves  on  this  occafion,  and  rather  to  let  an  example 
than  to  wait  for  one  from  your  neighbours,  by  pay¬ 
ing  back  chearfully,  in  a  mutuality  of  good  offices,  and 
a  generous  retribution,  a  fmall  portion  of  what  you 
owe  her  for  your  prefent  fubfiftence,  as  well  as  your 
original  exidence.  Let  me  tell  you,  my  worthy  coun¬ 
trymen,  the  eyes  of  your  condiments  are  now  upon  you, 
who,  as  far  as  my  fphere  of  obfervation  extends,  will 
fcarce  applaud  you  at  your  return  to  your  feveral  coun¬ 
ties  for  being  unfeafonably  frugal,  or  too  indulgent  to 
their  pockets  againd  their  inclinations.  They  are  Bri¬ 
tons,  and  when  not  mifled  by  the  tales  of  defigning 
men,  fuch  as  will  not  grudge  a  day  or  two  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  labour  in  the  field  to  fupport  this  overture  for  na¬ 
tional  benefit.  The  eyes  of  your  fider-colonies  are  upon 
you,  who  will  be  agitated  by  fliame  or  rivalfhip  to  take 
their  meafures  from  your  pattern.  Affume  then  the 
glory  of  making  your  pattern  the  madcr-fpring  of 

therr  motion  ! - The  eyes  of  your  venerable  mother- 

nation  will  be  upon  you,  who  requires  and  experts,  that 
in  proportion,  as  her  own  inviolable  products,  and  your 
ftaples  of  trade  and  intercourfe,  are  reciprocally  lucrative, 
you  wou’d  imitate  her  parliaments  in  a  datable  conduct, 
when  French  invafions  are  threaten’d  *,  and  no  longer 
be  amus’d,  like  our  commiffaries  in  Paris,  by  the  futile 
and  time-fpinning  wrangles,  or  by  all  the  dale  chica¬ 
nery  of  a  treaty-making  and  treaty-breaking  race;  but 

cruffi  at  a  blow  the  crocodile  in  the  egg-fhel). - Nay, 

gentlemen,  the  Argus’  eyes  of  the  very  French  are  upon 
you,  who,  by  their  various  and  conceal’d  emilTaries,  un- 
difguifs’d  jefuits,  pardoned  rebels,  and  traiterous  male- 
contents,  will  have  difpatched  to  them  at  Quebec,  or 
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even  Paris,  the  accounts  of  your  proceeding,  with  more 
fpeed  than  they  can  be  tranfmitted  home.  You  fhouM 
confider,  how  well  acquainted  they  are  with  the  defence¬ 
's  condition  of  our  various  colonies,  and  that  they  are 
hence  emboldened  to  undertake  thefe  deftru&ive  pro¬ 
jects  ;  that  while  they  are  carrying  on  a  chain  of  forts  of 
incredible  length  behind  us,  almofl  from  the  tropic  to 
the  polar  circle,  from  New  Orleans  and  the  bay  of  Mex¬ 
ico  to  beyond  that  of  St.  Laurence  northward,  and  with^ 
in  a  trifling  diftanceof  our  chief  places  tor  the  fur-trade 
at  the  bottom  of  James’s  bay  •,  that  while  they  are  ever 
and  anon  edging  on  us  from  the  weft,  and  ftriving  to 
confine  us  to  a  comparatively  narrow  flip  of  land  by 
hemming  us  in  between  the  Apalachean  hills  and  the 
ocean  ;  that  while  they  are  laying  the  foundations  of  a 
monarchy,  greater  than  the  four  ancient  ones  together, 
and  extend  their  enormous  Louifiana  in  their  impudent 
maps  and  hoc  imagination  ro  the  very  fouth-fea$,  and 
perhaps  to  Japan  ;  that  while  they  are  doing,  or  con¬ 
triving  to  do  all  this,  we  lie  expofcd  to  their  infults  and 
depredations,  without  fortifications,  magazines  and  war¬ 
like  ftores,  or  even  a  difeiplined  militia  to  defend  us 
againft  any  fudden  hoftility  ;  fo  that  if  they  were  to 
take  it  into  their  heads  to  make  a  quick  march  upon 
this,  or  either  of  the  two  bordering  colonies,  with  but 
two  thoufand  men  of  the  regular  troops  of  France,  at¬ 
tended  with  as  many  cf  their  woodrangers  and  Indian 
allies, they  would  find  nothing  toobftrucl  their  courfe  till 
the  At  Ian  tic  ocean  flopped  them  ;  but  wou’d  over-run  us 
at  once,  and  with  the  fame  rapidity  and  violence  that  the 
back  forefts  fometimes  fuffer,  when  at  a  general  hunting 
the  woods  are  let  on  fire  by  the  natives.  You  fhouid 
confider,  that  tho’  the  zeal  of  their  houfe  may  often  eat 
them  up  \ - that  tho?  their  zeal,  I  fay,  may  be  too  vo¬ 

latile  frequently, yet  ours  for  that  very  reafon  ought  never 
to  be  too  phlegmatic  ;  that  tho’  they  now  and  then  over- 
fhoot  the  mark  by  too  ianguine  hopes  and  hafty  aims, 
yet  generally  their  projects  are  the  refult  of  long  and 
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deep  thinking,  and  laid  far  in  futurity,  whereas  many 
of  us  fcarce  confidei*  even  the  prefent  time  ;  in  Ihort, 
that  they  firft  deliberate  cooly  and  then  execute  fpeedily. 
You  fhould  confider  how  much  it  is  your  duty  to  have 
a  watchful  eye  on  all  known,  and  fufpefted  enemies  of 
the  government  ;  to  prevent  the  poil'on  of  rheir  falfe 
rumours  and  fecret  caballing  from  fpreading  among  his 
majefty’s  good  fubjefts ;  and  to  obftruft  as  much  as 
pofHble,  by  empowering  the  magiftrates  to  aft  with  vi¬ 
gilance  and  vigor,  that  intelligence  which  the  enemy 
hourly  have  of  ourdefigns,  and  we  rarely  of  theirs. — 
For  ft  is  melancholy  to  think  of  what  I  am  well  allured, 
as  I  am  of  all  other  fafts  here  fee  down,  that  they  have 
a  high  way  of  information,  often  travelled  through  from 
Albany  and  other  places  of  ours,  to  Montreal  and  the 
parts  adjacent.  Every  one  of  our  governments  fhou’d 
therefore  offer  rewards  for  intercepting  and  detecting, 
through  all  their  fhapes  and  difguifes,  thofe  Proteufes 
that  annually  ftroll  down  among  us  from  Georgia  to 
Nova  Scotia  •,  fot  (to  ufe  Jofeph’s  words  to  his  bre¬ 
thren  in  Egypt }Tbofe  men  are  furely  fpies and  by  the 
life  of  Pharaoh ,  to  pry  into  the  nakednefs  of  the  land  d* 
they  come.— Y ou  fnould  maturely  confider,  what  advanta- 
ges,by  your  omitting  this  opportunity,theywill  have  over 
you  next  fu mirier,  when  they  unite  their  forces  tooppofe 
you  and  maintain  their  ulurpations  ,  that  it  is  high  time 
to  raife  a  fufficient  force  to  give  an  immediate  and  deci-' 
five  blow  ;  and  that  to  receive  another  defeat,  or  feebly 
to  attempt  and  fail  again,  would  be  more  fatal  than  10 
fic  ftill  and  make  no  effort  at  all.  You  fhould  confider 
indeed  what  their  grand  ichemes  really  are  ;  no  lefs  than 
to  unite,  by  feizing  on  the  vaft  interjacent  regions,  their 
northern  with  their  fouthern  colonies,  their  Canada  with 
their  Mifliffippi  •,  to  fix  garnfons  on  ail  the  navigable 
ftraits  of  the  mighty  expanfe  of  Mediterranean  tre'h- 
water  Teas,  Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  Illinois,  and  the  fu- 
perieur  lake  •,  behind  which  there  are  others,  that  pro¬ 
bably  communicate  both  with  Hudfon’s  b  y  and  the 
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Pacific  ocean  ;  as  thefe  do  with  one  another.  You  fhou’d 
confider  that  the  great  object  of  their  immediate  ambi¬ 
tion  is,  to  obtain  a  commodious  port  on  the  Atlantic 
main  ;  (which  their  engineers  would  foon  take  care  to 
render  ftronger,  as  more  important,  than  Louifbourg  is 
now  by  additional  works,  and  hew  batteries)  that  cou’d 
this  be  done  it  would  be  the  firft  ftep  to  compleat  their 
unbounded  hopes,  and  that  the  places,  which  prelent 
themfelves  principally  to  their  ambition,  are  the  fiver  of 
Hudfon,  and  the  bay  of  thefaj5eak  ;  that  their  defigns 
were  only  providentially  fruftrated  on  the  former  by 
the  diffipation  of  their  formidable  fleet  under  Duke 
D’Anville.  *,  by  which  they  intended  to  have  taken  and 
fortify’d  for  themfelves,  our  defenCelefs  town  of  New- 
York,  at  the  mouth  of  it;  while  at  the  fame  time  a 
land-army  rendevouzing  then  near  Montreal,  was  readjf 
to  move  down  by  the  lake  of  Champlain  to  lurprize  our 
naked  Albany  towards  the  forks  of  it ;  and  thus  all  com¬ 
munication  had  been  cut  off  between  our  fouthern  and 
northern  colonies  for  mutual  defence,  and  an  afylum 
open’d  for  fwarms  of  papifls,  Jacobites,  defperadoes, 
convifts,  and  fugitive  negroes,  to  have  joined  them,  at 
the  very  time,  when  an  unnatural  rebellion  at  home, 
promoted  chiefly  by  the  French,  was  gnawing  ouf  vitals,’ 
and  an  expenfive  war  abroad  was  externally  wafting  us. 
Had  this  hell-concerted  and  heaven-difappointed  arma¬ 
ment  fucceeded,  and  a  popifh  pretender  been  proclaimed 
as  our  king,  you  may  better  conceive,  than  I  defcribe, 
what  direful  fcenes  of  blood  and  horror,  pfoteflants  and 
Joyal  Britons  had  been  involved  in  ;  nor  wou’d  any  of 
our  fettlements  have  efcaped  fome  part  of  the  ftorm, 
though  they  are  extended  in  length  for  full  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  miles  on  the  coaft,  and  contain,  by  the  belt  infor¬ 
mation  I  can  receive,  at  lead  one  million  of  inhabitants : 
[Which  doubles  the  number  of  the  French  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  even  from  their  own  exaggerating  accounts,  tho* 
we  reckon  in  all  the  Indians  nationally  blended  with 

them,  and  their  promifcuous  pofterity  5  now  as  good 
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-  Frenchmen  and  papifts,  as  themfelves,  by  their  wife 
methods  of  adoption  and  incorporation,  which  from  the 
beginning  they  never  neglefted,  and  we  always  fhame- 
fully  defpifed  !] — You  will  hence  likewife  pleafe  to  con- 
fider,  that  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  docs  not  confitt: 
in  a  continuity  of  fettlements  like  ours  :  nor  does  it 
confift  in  numbers  of  men,  I  fay,  or  courage  ;  in  neither 
6f  which,  we  know,  they  are  yet  comparable  to  us :  But 
in  dextrous  cunning,  political  intriguing,  ready  obedience 
to  civil  or  military  command,  and  in  a  natural  vivacity 
and  alertnefs  in  aftion,  they  certainly  excel  us ;  as  they 
fatally  do  in  a  knowledge  of  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  being  ail 
from  their  boyhood  train’d  up  to  it,  mutter’d  and  dif- 
ciplined  by  veteran  and  European  officers  ;  and  above 
all,  in  a  confolidation  of  interefts  and  councils,  being 
firmly  united,  tho’  fo  widely  fcatter*d,'  under  one  chief 
in  fupreme  Command,  the  governor-general  in  Canada  : 
Whereas  our  provinces,  though  fo  happily  located,  are 
diflfeminated  in  mind ;  and  feldom  can  be  brought  to  aft 

with  unanimity. - You  are  therefore  to  fupply  this 

defeft,  by  which  only  defpotic  governments  have  the 
advantage  of  free  ftates,  with  all  poffible  prudence,  in 
your  negociations  and  conjunctions  with  contiguous  colo¬ 
nies,  that  We  may  firmly  aiTociate,  without  tedious  ad- 
juftments  of  trifling  punctilios,  for  common  preferva- 
tion:  But  moft  efpecially  it  is  now  neceffary,  that  a  mu¬ 
tual  confidence  be  fettled  with  the  cement  of  fraternal 
affeftion  between  the  legiflative  powers  of  this  province  5 
for  where  this  corner-ftone  is  wanting,  we  build  in  vain  ; 
and  a  manifeft  tendency  to  anarchy  and  confufion  enfues. 

If  this  is  prelerved  in  your  debates,  and  thofe  of  your 
neighbouring  afiemblies,  no  reafonable  man  (humanly 
fpeaking)  can  any  more  doubt  of  a  happy  ittue  to  our 
glorious  undertaking,  than  of  its  expediency  and  ne- 
ceffity  : — We  are  not  only  invited,  but  compelled  into 
it:  The  enemy  are  at  our  doors:  they  are  intrenching, 
and  fortreffing  in  our  borders  :  they  have  flaughter’d 
our  Virginian  forces,  and  driven  from  their  habitations 
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great  numbers  of  didred,  outlying  families,  and  in- 
dudrious  adventurers,  who  might  otherwife,  by  rapid 
progreis,  advance  the  Britifh  frontiers  and  the  chridian 
religion.  They  have  intercepted  our  beneficial  fouthern 
fur-trade,  and  by  the  vileft  artifices  rendered  us  cheap 
and  fufpe&able  in  the  eyes  of  our  allied  Indians ;  parti¬ 
cularly  the  five  nations ,  fome  tribes  of  whom  have  fe- 
ceded  from  their  league,  and  migrated  to  them,  as,  if 
not  more  powerful  prote&ors,  yet  to  be  relied  on,  as 
more  dedfad  friends.  They  have  perverted  multitudes 
of  honed  heathen  clans  into  chrifien' d  demons.  Their 
Rcme-imp'd  prieds  have  refin’d  fimple  favages  into  hu¬ 
man  tygers,  and  to  enlarge  their  creed  have  totally  cor¬ 
rupted  whatever  they  knew  of  morals  before. - They 

would  now.by  preocupation,  in  order  to  ground  a  right 
to  future,  and  dill  growing  claims,  engrofs  that  charm¬ 
ing  country,  from  the  iources  of  the  Ohio  to  its  conflux 
with  the  Ouabach,  which  is  truly  worth  fighting  for  in  a 
righteous  caufc,  and  is  compared, for  its  oeiicious  p^ofpedt 
and  fertility,  to  the  plains  of  Milan,  the  garden  of  Italy* 
furrounded  and  interfpers’dwithcelebratedlakesand  rivers. 

Gentlemen  of  both  hordes,  as  you  are  guardians  of 
the  pr&fent  race,  and  trudecs  of  poflerity,  dop  in  time 
their  progrefs,  fince  none  know  where  it  will  otherwife 
end.  O  dop  it  in  time!  fecure  thofe  blifsful  regions,  as 
a  jewel  of  the  greated  magnitude  and  fpltndor  in  the 
Britifn  crown,  to  be  worn  for  ever  by  illujirious  defcen- 
dants  from  King  George;  and  to  be  exhaudlefs  refer- 
vations  for  your  own  children,  when  tncie  multiplying 
provinces  are  over-docked  with  people,  as  they  will  foon 
be  from  their  natural  increale  only.  Remember  the 
brave  achievements  of  your  brethren  of  New  England 
in  the  late  war;  think,  how  an  handful  of  nndifciplined 
farmers,  trefli  from  the  plow,  took  the  bull  by  the  horns, 
podefs’d  themfelves  of  their  impregnable  Cape-Breton, 
and  in  its  rendition,  as  an  equivalent  lor  all  Flanders, 
purchafed  a  peace  for  Europe.  Think  on  the  native 

bravery  of  your  own  inmates;  who,  among  the  ether 
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American?, eminently  and  lately  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
at  Carthagena ;  and  convinced  the  world,  that  Mankind 
produc’d  a  race  of  heroes  from  her  forefis,  whofe  lion- 
like  fiercenefs,  in  the  front  of  fire  and  death,  was  only 
cenfurable  for  its  generous  excefs. — Think,  that  your 
troops  (if  a  general  of  feniority  is  not  fent  hither  from 
Europe)  will  have  a  chief  of  their  own  to  lead  them  to 
conqueft;  a  father  by  his  employment  and  inclination  ; 
who  by  the  previous  meafures  he  has  taken,  the  unwon¬ 
ted  intelligence  he  has  obtained  of  the  country  and  ene¬ 
my,  and  his  unweary’d  application  to  the  grand-con¬ 
cernment  in  every  particular,  has  given  us  encouraging 
omens  of  fuccels,  and  that  in  his  intended  march  and 
attacks,  he  will  obviate  all  former  difficulties,  prevent 
future  mifcarriages,  and  revenge  the  blood  of  our  coun^ 

trymen,  unprofitably  fhed  ! - O  think  of  all  this,  and 

think  (I  repeat  it  again)  that  much  frugality  may  be 
fometimesa  crime,  as  in  a  good  caufe,  lukewarmnefs  is 
always  one.  Think  that  a  moderate  taxation  now  will 
be  moft  certainly  the  greateft  oeconomy,  and  the  means 
of  faving  very  heavy  future  expenccs.— —I  remember 
the  time  (not  many  years  ago)  when  in  this  town,  thofe 
few  perfons  (among  whom  it  is  known  I  was  one)  who 
expreffed  their  apprehenfions  of  French  attempts  to 
make  fettlements,  where  they  fince  have  done  it  to  our 
coft,  found  their  predictions  received  with  but  (lender 
impreflions  by  many  men  in  popular  efteem  for  fagacity.* 
An  increafe  of  arms  and  ammunition  was  then  thought 
burthenfome  and  ufelefs  *,  and  invafions  from  Utopia, or 
the  moon,  would  have  been  as  foon  dreaded  ;  as  from 
the  quarters,  whence  we  are  now  molefted  !  But  let  us 
avoid  all  retrofpeCtion  in  a  matter  that  requires  univer- 
fal  amity  and  concord.  Let  us  acquaint  ourfelves  better 
with  French  politics  and  French  ambition.  The  hiftory 
of  every  nation  in  Europe  will  fhow  ye,  that  their  mo¬ 
narchy  has  been  grafping  a  fupreme  dominion  there  for 
near  two  centuries  •,  even  at  all  their  Charlemagne  once 
pofTefs’d.  Popery,  toogrofs,  too  affrontive  to  common 
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fenfe,  to  be  believed  by  their  wife  men,  is  fubmitted  to 
as  their  main  engine  of  ftate  •,  and  fo  would  Mahome- 
tifm,  if  equally  and  eflfcntially  fubfervient  to  their  grand 
fcheme  •,  as  we  may  well  conje&ure  from  their  clofe 
connexions  with  their  belt  allies,  the  Turks  ;  having  en¬ 
tered  into  an  agreement,  as  it  (hould  feem,  to  keep  the 
grand  feignior  on  the  throne  of  Conftantine,  in  order 
to  fhare  with  him,  fome  time  or  other,  the  bed  part  of 
Chriftendom.  Their  perfidy  in  folemn  treaties  is  a  trite 
proverb  ;  and  among  themfelves  they  laugh  at  all  thofe 
as  incorrigible  dupes,  who  (fill  continue  to  trufi:  or  be¬ 
lieve  them.  Their  arrogance  carries  them  fo  far  as  to 
boaft  that  they  can  eafily  make  up  any  misfortune  in 
war  by  their  fkill  in  the  cabinet,  or  at  a  congrefs.  The 
Reafon  of  their  Kings  is  publilhed  from  the  mouths  of 
their  cannons  •,  and  where  their  clergy  fail,  dragoons 
more  powerfully  convert.  What  they  are  capable  of  do¬ 
ing  this  way,-  let  the  terrible  maflacre  of  Paris,  and, 
if  poffible,  the  more  horrid  revocation  of  the  editft  of 
Nantz,  inform  ye :  Not  to  dwell  on  what  you  know 
from  every  gazette,  their  prefent  barbarities  to  their  own 
countrymen  and  fellow  fubjeds  in  Languedoc;  nor  on 
their  hellifh  Crtifadoes  of  yore  aga'ind  the  miferable 
Albigenfes, chiefly  for  not  believing,  that  a  bit  of  bread, 
to  be  chew’d,  devour’d,  and  digefted  by  a  rat  or  moufe,  as 
well  as  themfelves, could  be  tranfubftantiated  by  the  mum¬ 
bled  words  of  a  prieftly  conjurer  into  the  flefh  of  God!— 
Yes,  thefe  are  they,  who  being  fettered  themfelves,  wou’d 
bring  you  under  the  fame  yoke,  and  like  the  rival  of 
their  pride  and  ambition,  the  devil,  envy  you  that  hap- 
pinefs,  from  which  they  are  for  ever  excluded  !  Thefe, 
gentlemen,  are  the  foes  you  are  to  engage  with  ;  the 
emigrant  fucceflbrs  of  thofe,  whom  your  heroic  prede- 
ceffors  fo  often  vanquiflied,  plucking  the  plume  of  tri¬ 
umph  from  their  crefts ;  and  whole  capital  kingdom  they 
rnore  than  once  over-run.  Turn  over  the  pages  of  your 
fliining  annals,  and  while  you  read  of  what  has  been 
done  in  the  fields  of  Creflfy,  Poi&iers,  Agincourt,  and 
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Blenheim,  tell  your  bounding  hearts  the  fame  blood 
enriches  your  own  veins,  and  enfures  approaching  victo¬ 
ry  !  Yefons  of  the  Reformation,  confirmed  by  the  death 
of  fo  many  bright  martyrs,  guard  your  holy  religion 
from  papal  perlecution,  idolatry,  Irifh  maflacres,  gun¬ 
powder- treafons,  and  worfe  than  Smithfield  fires!—— 
Proteft  your  eftates,  your  laws,  your  liberties,  ye  affer- 
tors  of  the  glorious  Revolution,  from  foreign  tyranny, 

tho’  menac’d  only  at  the  greateft  difiance. _ Yet — God 

forbid,  that  you  Ihould  ufe  any  unchriftian  methods 
even  for  compafiing thefe  good  ends ;  or  Ihould  conceive 
thofe  nefarious  means  warrantable  in  the  fervice  of  the 
beft  caufe,  which  our  fubtle  adverfaries  make  no  fcruple 
to  ufe  for  the  maintenance  of  the  worfl: !  Whatever  is 
commendable  in  their  conduct,  efpecially  in  their  natio¬ 
nal  concord,  let  us  not  difdain  to  imitate.  Let  us  be 
wife  as  thofe  human  ferpents,  but  innocent  as  real  doves. 
Let  the  very  founds  of  France  and  Rome  fwell  your 
indignation,  but  not  diminifh  your  charity. — —Infernal 
fitters  !  That  fialk  hand  in  hand  together,  blafting  alike 
the  moral  and  natural  creation ;  fpreading  a  twofold 
peftilence  around  1  Deteftabie  religion  ;  which  only  the 
molt  outrageous  tyranny  can  fuftain  ! 

Under  the  public  provocations,  which  fome  virulent 
papifts,  perhaps  encouraged  by  the  proximity  of  the 
I  tench,  have  lately  given,  tho  condemned  by  their  iels 
fanguine,  and  more  difcreet  partizans,  I  do  not  wonder 
that  we  are  generally ,  becaufe  jujlly  alarm’d  :  but  I  cou’d 
wifh,  that  the  foie  objedt  of  the  prefent  fhort  fefilon 
fhou’d  be  the  necefiary  fupply  for  haftening  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  which  ought  not  to  be  retarded  by  any  other  avo¬ 
cation  ;  for  what  is  truly  expedient  may  be  fometimes 
unfeafonable,  if  it  may  be  fafely  poftponed  to  a  fucceed- 
ing  opportunity  of  more  deliberate  inquiry.  Then,  with¬ 
out  cruelty  to  their  perfons,  or  overftrainirig  the  laws, 
kt  us  muzzle  the  bear ,  or  cut  off  the  tyger’s  fangs,  anil 

take  all  fpeedy,  parliamentary,  and  chriftian  methods 
for  felf-fecurity. 

But  left  I  exhauft:  that  patience,  I  have  fo  long  try’d, 

I  fhall 


I  {hall  conclude  all,  with  once  more  imploring  you  mofl 
pathetically  to  refledt  that  you  are  Britons !  A  term  that 
lhould  comprehend,  in  its  true  definition,  every  facial 
every  chriftian  virtue  •,  and  exclude  from  its  idea  all 
narrow  notions,  meerly  local  views,  and  mean-fp.rited 
images.  All  who  live  under  the  fhadow  of  old  Eng¬ 
land  s  laws :  all  who  are  ready  to  the  laft  gafp,  and  to 
the  laft  farthing,  to  defend  the  acquifitions  of  their  an- 
ceftors  induftry  and  virtue  in  the  European  and  Ameri¬ 
can  empires  of  our  common  king  ;  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  I  fay  :  Thefe,  all  thefe,  give  the  only  infalli¬ 
ble  proof  of  their  right  of  Denizenlhip,  and  are  true  bre¬ 
thren,  and  the  legal  fons  and  coheirs  of  their  general 
mother  •,  while  all  they  who  would  unhinge  her  excellent 
appointments  in  church  or  ftate,  betray  her  rights,  or 
even  fupinely  behold  her  dangers,  are  not  only  parricides 
but  aliens  too,  though  born  in  the  midft  of  her  great 
metropolis. 

O  then,  as  you  wou’d  deferve  that  glorious  appella-? 
tion  ;  as  you  are  intimately  concerned  in  the  confequen- 
ces  of  the  momentous  event,  that  has  fummoned  you 
now  extraordinarily  ;  as  you  are  under  the  more  pecu¬ 
liar  obligations  of  honour,  truft,  and  confcience,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  happinefs  of  the  community  ;  of  which  you 
are  not  bare  members,  but  rulers  and  patrons :  as  you 
will  anfwer  it  to  your  God  ;  your  king ;  your  young 
and  noble  proprietary  ;  and  your  own  conftituents :  O 
permit  not  the  zeal  of  a  true  public  fpirit  to  cool  in 
your  breads ;  but  on  this,  and  all  other  worthy  occa- 
fions,  improve  it  in  yourfelves  ;  kindle,  increafe  it  in 
others  •,  and  tranfmit  the  hallowed  principle  to  your 
children’s  children,  to  lateft  pofterity  ;  till  only  the  day 
of  Judgment  and  the  kingdom  of  Christ  put  a  period 
to  the  Britifh  dominion  in  our  new  world-,  or  till  time 
fhall  be  loft  in  eternity  !  And  for  this  you  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  public  prayers  and  bleffings  upon  earth,  as 
univerfal  benefadlors ;  and  fhine  in  diftinguifhable  glory 
hereafter,  even  as  the  fiars  of  Ight  in  the  firmament  of 
heaven ,  for  ever  and  ever ! - Amen  !— — 

FINIS. 
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